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Th e following is written by 
Lindsay Reaves, who with her 
husband, Tom Bauman, have 
welcomed more than 4,000 Lane 
County students — plus teach-
ers and parent chaperones —  to 
their 673-acre tree farm near 
Crow since 2007. 

How exciting and reward-
ing it has been to work with 
Forests Today and Forever over 
the past four years. What better 
way to educate our young pub-
lic — who will become more 
knowledgeable adults — than 

to give them the direct experi-
ence of visiting a working tree 
farm? An experience that di-
rectly plays out the scenarios 
they have been learning about 
in the classroom?

Tom and I have been im-
pressed with the amount of 
time and eff ort the FT&F 
board of directors and one paid 
program coordinator, LaRae 
Ash, dedicate to the program. 
It is the hope of us all to grow 
this worthy and precious orga-
nization.

 With that said, we have de-
cided to further our commit-
ment to education, and to truly 
work towards turning the Bau-
man Family Tree Farm into an 
even better resource for FT& F 
and the greater Southern Wil-
lamette Valley community. 

Currently, the tree farm is 
equally shared by Tom and his 
brother Bob, who lives in Can-
ada. As we have no heirs, we’ve 
decided to bequeath our half 
to Forests Today and Forever, 
which would eventually benefi t 

from a secure yearly income not 
reliant upon sponsor contribu-
tions or grants. 

Th e Bauman Family Tree 
Farm has the potential to be-
come one of Lane County’s best 
resources for teaching about our 
forests and their management.  
Th e open meadow, the shel-
ters, the network of trails and 
bridges weaving through forest 
and riparian zones — plus the 
pioneer wagon road and cem-
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It is time, once again, for our Annual 
Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation 
Luncheon, which will be held at the Bou-
levard Grill in Eugene on Monday, Sep-
tember 19.

We are pleased to announce that our 
guest speaker this year will be Paul Bar-
num, Executive Director of the Oregon 

Forest Resources Institute.  Paul will 
speak on the impact of forestry educa-
tion over the past 20 years, as well as the 
direction OFRI is heading in the coming 
years.

Th e meeting will begin at 11:30 a.m., 
and fi nish up by 1 p.m.  All sponsors, 
volunteers, educators and “friends” of 

Forests Today & Forever are welcome to 
celebrate the year and anticipate the fu-
ture. 

If you plan to attend, please RSVP by 
calling Program Coordinator LaRae Ash 
at 541-767-9078, or emailing coordinato
r@foreststodayandforever.org.    

We hope to see you there!

Annual Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
  Can you join us?

Students from Florence and Oak Heights schools say thank you for their Forest Field Days. 
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Educators from Lane 
County and beyond learned 
a bit about sustainable for-
estry and the forest prod-
ucts industry during the an-
nual “Seedling to Sawmill” 
Teacher’s Tour on July 14. 

Off ered in partnership 
with the Summer Institute, 
which provides educational 
opportunities for teacher 
certifi cation, the tour in-
cluded a visit to the Weyer-
haeuser Company Manu-
facturing Plant in Cottage 
Grove, which is one of the 
most effi  cient facilities of its 
kind in the world. 

An extensive question 
and answer session followed 
the mill tour, with teachers 
expressing great interest in 
the living-wage employment 
opportunities available for 
their students.  

At the Bauman Tree 
Farm, they met owners Tom 
Bauman and Lindsay Reaves, 
who talked about the history 
of the third-generation farm 
and shared some of the is-
sues faced by small woodland 
owners in general, as well 
as those specifi c to today’s 
economy.  Retired Weyer-
haeuser forester Norm Vogt 

fi elded questions related to 
the industry perspective.  

 Th e day concluded with 
an opportunity to learn 
about our Forest Field Day 
program through the cur-
ricula, photos and teaching 
materials displayed at the 
learning stations through 
which students rotate to 
gather information for their 
fi ve-year land management 
plan.  

 Th e teachers declared 
the day a success — and that 
they would look forward to 
the educational center’s evo-
lution. 

We so appreciate our many spon-
sors, who continue to support Forests 
Today & Forever in spite of a failing 
economy and the challenge of keep-
ing their people working. And we 
can’t say enough about our fi ne vol-
unteers, without whom we would 
have no programs. 

But throughout the year, there are 
many people who work quietly be-
hind the scenes to make FT&F a suc-
cess. Some are board members with 
very busy lives of their own, but who 
give numerous hours to guide the or-
ganization into the future. Some are 
small businesses that hear of a need 
—  and try to fi ll it with the resources 
at their disposal.  Still others simply 
do what they can, where they can, to 
assure the organization can continue 
its work of promoting forest steward-
ship through education. 

Th is season, we extend our thanks 
to the following: 

*Our landowners — Th e Udell 
family, the Huntington family and 
the Tom Bauman family — who once 
again worked many hours to prepare 
their properties for our students and 
volunteers. 

*Th e TAT Leaders — Jane Hol-
loway and Val Kime of the Oregon 
Women In Timber’s Talk About 
Trees program, who helped revise and 
condense the Recreation Trail Leader 
Guide to improve content and fl ow. 

*Gary Rose — Of Leisure Exca-
vating in Florence, who donated two 
loads of rock so equipment and stu-
dents could ascend the hill safely. 

*Dave and Diann Rankin — Re-
tired educators who give many, many 
hours organizing the Florence Forest 
Field Days for the past six years. 

*Norm Vogt — Volunteer ex-
traordinaire, who has taught riparian 
and wildlife to 150 groups of middle 
school students in the past two years. 

*Val Michalenko — Shasta sci-
ence teacher who always goes above 
and beyond the call to support FFD. 

*Our Teachers — Who continue 
to assure that their students gain an 
understanding of the complexities 
and importance of our forests. 

etery that refl ect the area’s 
history — create an appeal-
ing venue within easy access 
to Eugene for many kinds of 
educational programs. 

Ideas abound on how to 
bring even more children, 
adults and groups out to the 
farm to explore, learn and 
gain an appreciation of the 
beauty that exists within a 
managed forest. It will prove 
to be an exciting next few 
years, as we build the part-
nerships that will help make 
it a reality.

We at FT&F are deeply 
grateful to Tom and Lindsay 

for their most generous gift in 
the name of education.   

Th e third-generation prop-
erty — named Outstanding 
Tree Farm of Lane County in 
2010 — is an exceptional ex-
ample of a working family for-
est, and a wonderful venue to 
teach about the complexities, 

protections and benefi ts of sus-
tainable forestry. 

If you would like to learn 
more about the evolving educa-
tional center - and how you can 
be a part of it - please contact 
Forests Today & Forever at 541-
767-9078, or email coordinator@
foreststodayandforever.org. 

We thank you all…

Tom Bauman, center, takes time out from logging to talk to Oregon teachers about life as a tree farmer 
at the annual “Seedling to Sawmill” Teacher Tour.

Oregon Teachers Tour and Learn 



In 1910, T.J. Starker was 
one of the fi rst four graduates 
to emerge from Oregon Agri-
cultural College with a degree 
in forestry. He would go on to 
become a professor at his alma 
mater (now OSU) in 1922, 
where he served as a member 
of the faculty for the next 20 
years. In 1936 he purchased 
the small plot of forestland 
that would become the roots 
of Starker Forests, a family 
business now in its fourth gen-
eration. 

Seventy-fi ve years later, 
on July 23, the Starker family 
recognized that milestone an-
niversary with a public open 
house at the company’s head-
quarters in Philomath.

Over the decades, the ini-
tial 110-acre patch of Coast 
Range second growth has 
evolved into nearly 80,000 
acres of productive timber-
lands in fi ve Western Oregon 
counties. Th e company now 
directly employs 21 people 
year-round and a summer 
crew of 12, while indirectly 
providing livelihoods for an-
other 250 to 300 families.

But employment and pris-
tine forestland aren’t the only 
things the Starker family has 
provided over the years. Th e 
company has been a leader in 
teaching citizens of all ages 

about the many contributions 
of an Oregon forest. 

Guests at the anniversary 
celebration could walk that 
fi rst purchase made three 
quarters of a century ago, as 
it’s now part of an educational 
interpretive trail upon which 
many thousands have trekked.

According to a quick esti-
mate by 39-year Starker For-
ester Dick Powell — who was 
honored by the Oregon Dept. 
of Forestry as an outstanding 
educator in 2009 — at least 
70,000 participants have tak-
en part in formal educational 
venues supported by the com-
pany. Th ey include local school 
children, teachers, members of 
the general public and visitors 
from around the world. 

Events the Starker’s have 
led or helped develop in-
clude: the annual Forest and 
Ag Expo; the Kids Day for 
Conservation; the Corvallis 
Outdoor School; the Starker 
Tree Planting Day and the 
Forest Camp. And of course, 
the Starker Lecture Series, 
held at Oregon State Univer-
sity yearly.

Th e company also hosts 
free public forest tours during 
the summer, and student fi eld 
trips to the Starker Trail go on 
throughout the school year — 
as do group tours for specifi c 

Hard to believe, but Fall 
Forest Field Days are just 
around the corner!  On 
October 6th, 100 students 
from Pleasant Hill and 
Crow middle schools will 
descend upon the Bauman 
Tree Farm for their lessons 
in sustainable forestry, ri-
parian, soil and water pro-
tections, recreational issues 

and wildlife identifi cation.  
We still need volunteers 

for forestry and wildlife, 
so if you can assist, please 
email contact Program 
Coordinator LaRae Ash 
at 541-767-9078, or email 
coordinator@foreststodaya
ndforever.

We guarantee shelter 
from the rain! 

Forests Today & Forever 
recognizes board members 
Jane Yates and Mike Payne on 
their recent accomplishments.  

Yates has been named Pres-
ident of the Lane County Bar 
Association.  A new addition 
to the board, joining in 2010, 
she is an attorney specializing 
in commercial and business 
law for Watkinson Laird Ru-
benstein Baldwin & Burgess, 

PC. 
Payne, currently a forester 

for Weyerhaeuser Company, 
has been with FT&F since 
2008, serving as board presi-
dent in 2010. He has recently 
published “Rings of a Forester,” 
a collection of poignant and 
humorous stories and poems 
about his life growing up in the 
1950s and 1960’s as the only son 
of an Oregon logging family. 

Congratulations…Fall Forest Field Days approaching

Brothers Barte, right, and Bond Starker celebrate 75 years at an open 
house held at company headquarters in Philomath on July 23.  

Starker Forests celebrates 75 years 
The family company educates thousands over the decades

organizations, ongoing sup-
port for the Philomath High 
School Forestry Program, 
plus dozens of Scouting and 
school-related projects, events 
and activities. 

We at FT&F congratulate 

the Starkers on their 75 years 
of business. And we thank 
them for their invaluable con-
tributions to educating our 
citizens about forests and their 
management. It is, indeed, a 
priceless gift. 


